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Masterworks 5

Kingston Symphony 
Bradley Thachuk, Guest Conductor

Program
Richardson-Schulte (1976 - ) 
Step Up

Bach (1685 - 1750) 
Suite No.3 in D Major, BWV 1068 
Overture 
Air 
Gavotte I & II 
Bourrée 
Gigue

Intermission

Beethoven (1770 - 1827) 
Symphony No.3 in E-flat Major, Op.55 
Allegro con brio 
Marcia funebre: Adagio assai 
Scherzo: Allegro vivace 
Finale: Allegro molto

Bach & 
Beethoven



https://yarnsuntangled.com/


Today’s Music
This concert is all about big, bold, forward-thinking music. 
Abigail Richardson-Schulte’s energized Step Up is a 
brilliant and bold piece celebrating the Canadian spirit of 
helping in times of need, specifically about people from 
across Canada who joined together to fight fires in the 
West. Commissioned by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
for Canada’s sesquicentennial, it’s colourful, provocative, 
and beautiful. We can’t think of a better way to start  
this concert. 

Abigail Richardson-Schulte
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Custom Homes
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Johann Sebastian Bach composed four orchestral suites. 
His formal title for all of them was Ouverture, after their 
first movements, which were patterned after the French 
overture. The remaining movements of these suites also 
reflect the French style that was fashionable throughout 
Europe in Bach’s day, particularly in Germany and Austria. 
The conventional pattern for suites was a French overture 
followed by an Allemande, Courante, Sarabande,  
and a Gigue.  

Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Unknown Artist
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In Suite No. 3 in D Major, BWV 1068, Bach broke from this 
pattern, following his Overture with an Air (a simple song 
or melody), a pair of Gavottes (a medium-paced dance 
from the French province of Dauphiné), a Bourrée (also a 
French dance similar to a Gavotte) and a Gigue (a jaunty 
dance in rapid 6/8 or 12/8 time). This suite looks back to 
the regal court music of Louis XIV, but also looks forward 
with Bach’s incredible craft – revolutionary harmony and 
counterpoint. 

The Eroica, Beethoven’s titanic Symphony No. 3, is a 
revolution in music. Blazing a trail into the Romantic era,  
it manages to break new ground while having a foundation 
that takes the old classical model out for one last spin, 
stretching it to its absolute limits, before bidding it a fond 
farewell and moving into the future.

When Beethoven completed his Third Symphony in 1803, 
it was the longest symphony ever written. The Eroica 
was pivotal in Beethoven’s development not only as a 
symphonist but also as a composer. With this one work, 
he divested many 18th-century conventions and vaulted 
forward into uncharted territory. The famous opening 
theme in the cellos is unsettling as it takes an unexpected 
turn. At the end of the unusually extensive development 
section, just before the return of the opening material,  
the horn plays the theme before the orchestra has 
resolved to the expected harmony.  



Portrait of Beethoven  
by Joseph Willibrord Mähler. 
Painted 1804-05.
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The English poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge referred to the 
famous slow movement march as “a funeral procession 
in deep purple.” It features one of the great oboe solos 
in the orchestral repertoire. Beethoven also provided 
rich material for bassoon and flute. In the quasi-military 
section, we can hear intimations of the Fifth Symphony, 
which would follow the Eroica by four years. Timpani is 
a powerful presence in this slow movement, functioning 
both as bass and even occasionally as a melodic 
instrument, rather than mere punctuation. 

After a whirlwind scherzo, Beethoven prepares you for the 
memorable main theme of the last movement, the subject 
of variations. The theme was borrowed from Beethoven’s 
ballet score, The Creatures of Prometheus, composed in 
1800.  It was an excerpt that seemed to inspire him as he 
used it in a set of contredanses and as the subject of a 
major set of variations for piano. There is some speculation 
that using the “Prometheus” theme in the finale of the 
Eroica may have been meant to associate Napoleon, the 
original hero of the symphony, with the titan Prometheus, 
the mythical creator of mankind.

The Third Symphony always remained dear to Beethoven. 
After completing eight symphonies, he was asked by  
his friend and poet Christoff Kuffner which symphony  
was his favourite. Beethoven answered without hesitation,  
“The Eroica.”



Art Songs & 
Opera Classics
Friday, March 6, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

T.V. Themes for 
Strings (and more)
Friday, May 22, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

For more information, please visit 
kingstoncommunitystrings.ca.
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Bradley Thachuk, Conductor
Canadian conductor Bradley Thachuk is the Music Director 
of the Niagara Symphony Orchestra in Canada. He is also 
the conductor for the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra’s 
Rock series, conductor and arranger for Steve Hackett’s 
“Genesis Revisited” project, and a lecturer in Orchestral 
Literature at the world-renowned Glenn Gould School  
at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto.

As an in-demand guest conductor in North America 
and Europe, Mr. Thachuk’s recent and upcoming guest 
engagements include the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra (Canada), the Nashville 
Symphony Orchestra, the Erie Philharmonic, the Kingston 
Symphony (Canada), the English Symphony Orchestra 
(U.K.), the Wuppertal Symphony Orchestra (Germany),  
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the Chautauqua Institute’s Music School Symphony 
Orchestra, the Kamloops Symphony Orchestra 
(Canada), the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, the 
Reading Symphony Orchestra, the Windsor Symphony 
Orchestra (Canada), the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, the 
Tucson Symphony Orchestra, and the Hradec Kralove 
Philharmonic (Czech Republic).

Mr. Thachuk, a versatile musician and highly sought-after 
symphonic arranger, has also established himself globally 
as one of the handful of conductors who moves easily 
between the classical and rock worlds. He is co-founder, 
arranger and conductor of Gravel Museum Music, whose 
industry-leading rock/orchestra productions are featured 
regularly on orchestra seasons throughout North America. 
His work on Steve Hackett’s worldwide Blu-Ray/DVD/CD 
release, “Genesis Revisited Band & Orchestra: Live at Royal 
Festival Hall,” and appearances in Europe with this project 
have been met with critical acclaim. Artists with whom 
he is currently working, or has worked include Chris Botti, 
Blue Rodeo, Dave Mason of Fleetwood Mac and Traffic, 
ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars” franchise, Tony-Award 
winning Heather Headley, The Beach Boys, and Air Supply.

An advocate of contemporary music, he has led world, 
Canadian, and U.S. premieres of works by John Estacio, 
Joseph Schwantner, Kevin Lau, Stewart Goodyear,  
Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, Roydon Tse, and Gabriel Kahane, 
amongst others.



Greater Kingston Chorus 
and their award winning Co-Directors
Sue Marriott and Andria Coward

Invite you to join a rehearsal any

Tuesday night
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Polson Park Church Hall,
 5 Miles Ave, Kingston

For more information and upcoming events:

 www.greaterkingstonchorus.ca
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Like a Conductor Leading a    

Gordon’s Downsizing & Estate Services turns
life’s transitions into a well-composed experience

gogordons.com 1-833-709-1916 Scan to contact us!

 
Like a symphony, the tempo, the plan, and the

professionals need to be coordinated. 
From real estate and contents, 

to packing, auctions, and more. 
Let us conduct the process — seamlessly.
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VENICE BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
Vivaldi, Tartini, Veracini, Locatelli: 
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Kingston Symphony
Evan Mitchell, Music Director

Violin

Katya Poplyansky,  
Concertmaster*
In honour of Ross Beers 
& in memory of  
Jean Beers

Calvin Tsang,  
Guest Assistant 
Concertmaster

Julia McFarlane,  
Principal Second Violin

Taj and Ameena Jaffer 
Chair

Alison Black

Andrew Dicker

Gemma Donn

Lisa Draper

Kiri-Christina Fill

Venetia Gauthier

Danielle Lennon

Shaina McPhee

Kelly Purpura

Iana Urazova

Peter Wowk

Viola

Grace Kyungrok 
Moon,  
Principal

Joy of Music Chair

Eileen Beaudette

Andrew Farmer

Suzanne Fegan

Rachel Stewart

Cello
Section in memory of 
Captain Matt Dawe,  
KIA Afghanistan  
4 July 2007

Wolf Tormann,  
Principal

In honour of  
Dr. Raymond Matthews

Charles Fung

Jeff Hamacher
In memory of  
Hans Westenberg 

Don McLean

Jennifer Tindale
In memory of  
Andy Geracimo

Bass

Eric Lee,  
Principal

Patrick McPhail

Reuven Rothman

Flute

Amelia Lyon,  
Principal

In memory of  
Russell Lyon

Graham McVeety

Oboe

Ari Cohen Mann, 
Principal

Charles Simonds 
Chair

David 
Vanbiesbrouck

Clarinet

Carina Canonico,  
Principal

Linda Craig
Aureliana Krebs-
Carstens Chair

Bassoon

Ben Glossop,  
Principal

Katie Legere
Thanks to the generosity of Canimex Inc., from 
Drummondville, Quebec, Katya Poplyansky performs 
on a Giuseppe Guarneri “del Gesù” violin, Cremona, 
ca. 1726-29, “Schroetter”, a Sartory bow, and a Dipper 
Baroque bow.

https://www.groupecanimex.com/en/canimex-in-the-community


Horn

Roberto Rivera,  
Principal

Mark Constantine

Cory van Allen

Emily Cavers

Trumpet

Brian Roberts,  
Principal

Mike Verner

Dan Tremblay

Trombone

Ben Perrier,  
Principal

Timpani

Andrew Harris,  
Principal

In memory of  
Janet Ferguson-Cook

Harpsichord
In memory of  
Michael Davies

Clare Marion

Advisors that  
move in concert  
with your business

You deserve an advisor that understands your business and what you 
have at stake. Our customized suite of services provide noteworthy 
solutions to help your business thrive. 

MNP.ca

https://www.mnp.ca/en/offices/kingston?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=kingston_symphony&utm_campaign=kingston_symphony_southeastern_ontario&sc_camp=D77506515741451F912EF4786AEADD57
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Donors to the Kingston 
Symphony Association
January 16, 2025 - January 16, 2026

We gratefully acknowledge the donations received  
over the past year. Thank you to the donors listed below 
and those who have chosen to remain anonymous.  
The support of each and every Kingston Symphony  
donor enables us to present exceptional concerts and 
offer a variety of outreach initiatives in our community  
each season.

Encore Society
Gold Baton 
$25,000+

W.J. Henderson 
Foundation

Kingston 
Symphony 
Volunteers

Mrs. Melba 
Matthews &  
Dr. Raymond 
Matthews

Estate of  
John Weatherall

Symphonic Circle 
$10,000 - $24,999

Kathy Beers

Dr. Eric Carstens 
& Dr. Anita Krebs

Charles Milne

Estate of  
Barbara M. Parrott

Charles Simonds

Maestro Circle 
$5,000 – $9,999

Peter & Reine 
Dawe

Peggy Geracimo

Ameena & Taj 
Jaffer

Gord & Carol 
Ramer

Mark Chen & 
Mara Shaw

Marion 
Westenberg



Orchestra Circle 
$2,500 – $4,999

Anna & Edward 
C. Churchill 
Foundation

Elinor Gill 
Ratcliffe, C.M, 
O.N.L, LLD (hc)

Janice Payne

Patron 
$1,500 – $2,499

Luca Andolfatto

Marilyn E. Bennett

Dorothy & Murray 
Cotton

Gunnar & Pauline 
Heissler

Gord Simons &  
Helene Kommel

Crawford 
MacIntyre

Terry & Katherine 
Murphy

Gloria & Gavin 
Shanks

Swyrich 
Corporation

Robert H. Thomas

Lorraine & Peter 
Watson

Fenton & Jennie 
Weston

Jean & Jim Wilson

Ross Wilson

Lisa & Bill Wittur

Janet Lee &  
Rob Wood

Beth Woodley

Carol & Todd 
Wright

Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome
Free Accessible Parking
Short Wait Times

613-544-2224
www.gardinersdentalclinic.com 
645 Gardiners Road, 
across from Home Depot

https://www.gardinersdentalclinic.com/
https://limestonecreamery.ca/


Friends of the Symphony  
Robert & Angelyn 
Paul

LaVerne & Tom 
Russell

Sonny & Gillian 
Sadinsky

Steven Salterio & 
Family

Kathi Toth-Switzer 
& Rob Switzer

Kim Carter &  
Gord Thomson

Dubuc & Tien

Rakesh & 
Bhavana Varma

Partner 
$500 – $799

Barbara & George 
Aitken

Alice Baumgart

Catherine  
Bell-Sood

John & Nancy 
Burge

Eleanor 
Christopherson

Susan Cole

Augustinus & 
Anna Dierick

Elizabeth Grier

Dr. Tanya 
Grodzinski

Myrna Haughton

W. Peter Kissick

Prue Teagle & 
David Kister

Jonathan Krehm

Kathy, Mike & 
Sandy Lawless

Valerie & William 
McCready

Juliet Milsome

Sona Moffat

Daniel Norman

Estate of  
William Reynolds

Sherry & Dave 
Richardson

Gordon & Sandra 
Sinclair

Kelvin & 
Catherine Tang

D.J. & M-L 
Thomson

Dr. David Mitchell 
& Dr. Susan Till

Christopher West

Benefactor 
$800 – $1,499

Arlene Aish

Josette Arassus

Daryl Tremain &  
Stephen 
Bonnycastle

Robyn Brown

Dieter Brueckner

Victoria Vincent &  
Robert Ewart

Elizabeth & 
Robert Harlow

Maureen  
Farr-Eagan &  
Bob Hotrum

Axel Thesberg &  
Sharon Johnson

Dale & Sylvia 
Jones

Hollie Stewart & 
Ian Juby

Ann & Steve 
Lukits

Larry & Sheilagh 
Manuel

Justin Connidis &  
Julia McArthur

Neil & Karin 
McVean



Friend  
$300 – $499

Pamela Bough

Kathleen Brady

Keith & Harriet 
Collins

Hanna Dodwell

Leslie Farmer

Peter Froud

Eleanor Grennell

Carl & Elizabeth 
Hamacher

Beverley Harris

John & Elizabeth 
Harrison

Gerald McGrath

Douglas & 
Michelle 
McNichol

Doreen Morrison

Gordon Muir

Orla & Dale 
Myrfield

Michael & Penny 
Robinson

Diane Sackfield

Gisela Selkirk

William & Claudia 
Stevenson

Gillian Turnbull

Margaret Walker

Susan Watt 
O’Reilly

Carolyn Woogh

In Honour

Ross Beers

Don Taylor

In Memoriam

Marilyn Campbell

Arthur R.C. Cole

Kye Dalziel

Michael Davies

Corkie Davis

George 
Stephenson 
Duncan &  
Susanne Fletcher

Andy Geracimo

Katherine Ann 
Gibson

Alan Grant

Taj Jaffer

Judy Lawless

Russell Lyon

Bobbie Frances  
Lyon-McKnight

Melba Matthews

David Nador

David Notman

Suzanne 
Pasternak

John Toohey

Hans Westenberg

Denise Williams

To view a list of all donors, please visit 
kingstonsymphony.ca/support/our-donors.

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/support/our-donors


A season full of unforgettable
shows awaits...

Grand OnStage
25/26 Season

 Get Your Tickets Today
KingstonGrand.ca

https://www.kingstongrand.ca/


168 WELLINGTON STREET, KINGSTON
WWW.HEISTRESTAURANT.CA

HEISTRESTAURANT

 *offer limited to one per table with beverage purchase

JOIN US AFTER THE SHOW
ITALIAN-INSPIRED MODERN FARE + SEAFOOD

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY SHAREABLE 
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS PROGRAM

https://heistrestaurant.ca/
https://kingstonchoralsociety.ca/


Saturday, March 28, 2026
2:30 p.m. at the Isabel 

Jacob Two-Two
meets the Hooded Fang

Poor Jacob Two-Two. Not only must he say everything twice to be 
heard over his older brothers and sisters, but he also finds himself 
the prisoner of the dreaded Hooded Fang. What did he do to deserve 
such a punishment? The worst crime of all – insulting a grown-up! 
Join the Kingston Symphony as we bring to life this classic tale by 
Mordecai Richler, with music by award-winning Canadian composer, 
Dean Burry, and text adapted by the author’s son Jacob Richler – 
none other than Jacob Two-Two himself!

Dean Burry, Narrator
Rafael Luz, Guest Conductor

Tickets available at www.kingstonsymphony.ca 

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/concerts/jacob-two-two-meets-the-hooded-fang


Board of Directors
Luca Andolfatto,  
President

Bernice Huisman,  
Vice President

Jon Dessau,  
Treasurer

Geoff Hendry,  
Secretary

Bibi Henson

Mara Shaw

Kathy Beers,  
Kingston Symphony 
Volunteers Chair

Daphne Kennedy, 
Kingston Youth 
Orchestra Manager

Hollie Stewart,  
Kingston Choral 
Society President

Mike Verner,  
Kingston Symphony 
Representative

Stephen Yates,  
Kingston Community 
Strings Manager 

Staff
Andrea Haughton,  
General Manager

Karl Feuerstake,  
Orchestra Librarian

Elena Baker,  
Director of 
Development

David Gazaille,  
Personnel Manager

Cassie Chen,  
Administrative 
Coordinator

David Smith,  
Production Manager

Tickets are $129 each 
and are available at  
store.kingstonsymphony.ca 
or by calling 613-546-9729. 

Scotch
Tasting

Thursday, April 30, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Renaissance Supper Club

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/events/scotch-tasting


Saturday, April 11, 2026
7:30 p.m. at Grand Theatre 

Jill Barber, Singer
Lucas Waldin, Guest Conductor 

Enjoy the timeless classics of Edith Piaf, Charles Trenet, Jacques 
Brel, and others performed by award-winning Canadian songstress 
Jill Barber and your Kingston Symphony. In Under Paris Skies, 
Jill brings her special affinity for French chansons and her warm 
contralto voice to such hits as La Vie En Rose, C’est Si Bon, and 
La Mer. The evening also features musical love letters to the 
City of Lights by Count Basie, Nat King Cole, Eartha Kitt, and more. 

Tickets available at www.kingstonsymphony.ca

Under
Paris Skies

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/concerts/under-paris-skies


The Kingston Symphony Association gratefully acknowledges 
the support of our government funding agencies, corporate 
and foundation partners, and individual donors.

www.kingstonsymphony.ca

https://www.arts.on.ca/home?lang=en-ca
https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/
https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/
https://www.artskingston.ca/

