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Masterworks 7

Kingston Symphony 
Evan Mitchell, Conductor 

Program
Gustav Mahler (1860-1911) 
Symphony No. 5 in C-sharp minor   
Trauermarsch 
Stürmisch bewegt

Intermission

Scherzo: Kräftig, nicht zu schnell 
Adagietto 
Rondo-Finale

Mahler



https://yarnsuntangled.com/


Scotch
Tasting

Alan Taylor will provide history and tasting notes for 
five single malt whiskies from the Scottish Highlands. 
Delicious food pairings and a live auction make this 
a night to remember!

Tickets are $129 each and are available at  
store.kingstonsymphony.ca or by calling 613-546-9729. 

Thursday, April 30, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Renaissance Supper Club

https://store.kingstonsymphony.ca/
https://www.volvocars.com/en-ca/
https://www.mercedes-benz-kingston.ca/
https://foodandheritage.com/renaissance-supper-club/
https://advancedprotonics.com/


Marin Pest is a local, 
family-run business 
providing reliable, high 
quality pest control for 
residential and commercial 
locations in Kingston and 
the area. Marin Pest is a 
proud supporter of the 
Kingston Symphony.

1550 PRINCESS ST
613.548.3605 | 613.548.3696

DOUBLETREE &
HOME2 SUITES 

BY HILTON KINGSTON

WWW.DOUBLETREE.COM/KINGSTON

Host Hotel & Proud Sponsor 
of the Kingston Symphony

The Cannery Kitchen &
Social - EAT. RELAX.
ENJOY.

168 WELLINGTON STREET, KINGSTON
WWW.HEISTRESTAURANT.CA

HEISTRESTAURANT

 *offer limited to one per table with beverage purchase

JOIN US AFTER THE SHOW
ITALIAN-INSPIRED MODERN FARE + SEAFOOD

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY SHAREABLE 
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS PROGRAM

https://heistrestaurant.ca/
http://www.doubletree.com/kingston
https://marinpest.ca/


Today’s Music
One of the great things about symphonic music is that the 
barest moments can leave you breathless. A single note 
scored properly and in the right context, can stop time. 
The greatness of Gustav Mahler is not only that he can 
create these incredible moments of astonishing intimacy, 
but he can dial things up to 11 and just let the sheer force 
of an enormous orchestra loose unto the world. Mahler’s 
Fifth Symphony is a gigantic undertaking, an unbelievable 
musical testament, and the ultimate season finale.

Gustav Mahler as child, 1865



kingston
canadian
film
festival

We applaud great 
performances. 

We take pride in supporting the 
Kingston Symphony Orchestra. 

BMO Private Wealth
67 Brock Street, Kingston, Ontario 
Tel.: 1-800-558-4696

BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of 
Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing private wealth management 
products and services. “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trademark 
of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. PC

D3
44

71

https://kingstonbaroqueconsort.ca/
https://kingcanfilmfest.com/
https://www.cogeco.ca/
https://privatewealth.bmo.com/kingston/


T.V. Themes 
for Strings 
(and more)

Friday, May 22, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Christ Church Cataraqui

For more information, please visit 
kingstoncommunitystrings.ca.

*

Barristers & Solicitors  |  613.542.7867  |  www.vinerkennedy.com
The Royal Block  |  Suite 300, 366 King St. E., Kingston, ON  K7K 6Y3

https://www.vinerkennedy.com/
https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/about/kingston-community-strings


Gustav Mahler (1860-1911) was the leading Austro-German 
composer of symphonies after Brahms and Bruckner,  
and one of the great masters of song for voice and 
orchestra. Born to Jewish parents in Bohemia, Mahler  
went to Vienna in his teens to study piano and composition 
at the Conservatory and later attended classes at the 
University of Vienna.

Mahler made his living as a conductor, renowned for his 
dynamism, expressivity, and tyrannical precision. After 
conducting at numerous opera houses, he was appointed 
director of the Vienna Court Opera in 1897, converting 
to Catholicism in order to be eligible for the post. From 
1907 to 1910, he spent most of each year in New York 
conducting German operas at the Metropolitan Opera.  
He led the New York Philharmonic, which was reorganized 
as a full-time professional ensemble especially for him, 
from 1909 to 1911.

Mahler’s life coincided with some of the most radical 
changes in music history, encompassing the end of the 
Romantic tradition and the beginning of modernism 
with the revolutionary language of Schoenberg. His 
compositional style can be seen as a link between the 
two, while also being entirely unique. 

Composing mostly in the summers between busy seasons 
of conducting, Mahler wrote nine symphonies, leaving  
a tenth unfinished. Through these symphonic works, 
Mahler extended Beethoven’s concept of the symphony 
as a bold personal statement. He once observed that 
to write a symphony was to “construct a world,” and his 
symphonies often convey a sense of life experience,  
as if telling a story or depicting a scene. 



Gustav Mahler and his sister Justine Mahler, 1899.



Scan the QR code
to see the full line-up!

www.watersidemusic.ca
613-328-5649

MUSIC MOSAICMUSIC MOSAIC20
26

Great Musicians and Memorable Music at 
St. Paul’s Church, Amherst Island

S A T . J U N  6  |  7 : 3 0 P M

S U N . J U N  7  |  2 : 3 0 P M

I S A B E L  B A D E R  C E N T R E

C A N T A B I L E C H O I R S . C A

CO N C E RT S P O N S O R

C A N TA B I L E  C H O I R S  O F  K I N G S TO NC A N TA B I L E  C H O I R S  O F  K I N G S TO N

SUNRISE MASSSUNRISE MASS
w i t h  t h e  K i n g s t o n  S y m p h o n y

https://www.watersidemusic.ca/
https://cantabilechoirs.ca/concerts/sunrise-mass/


Mahler’s Fifth Symphony (1902) is considered by many 
scholars to represent a transformation from death to 
life, or from darkness to light. In February of 1901, Mahler 
suffered a severe hemorrhage, nearly ending his life and 
forcing him to cease all professional activities for a number 
of months. This experience deeply impacted his psyche, 
and the concept of mortality frequently emerged in his 
compositions following his illness. Later in 1901, Mahler 
met and became engaged to Alma Schindler. The pair 
married in early 1902 and their first child, Anna Maria,  
was born the same year. These changes in Mahler’s 
personal life had a tremendous impact on the way he 
viewed the world as well as his compositional output.

Gustav Mahler, photographed by Moritz Nähr, 1907.



www.melos-earlymusic.org

Discover the Kingston Youth 
Orchestra, Kingston Youth 
Strings, and Kingston A-Strings!

Know a
young
musician?

Scan the QR code for 
more information or visit 
kingstonyouthorchestra.ca.

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/about/kingston-youth-orchestra
https://www.melos-earlymusic.org/


While the Fifth Symphony contains five movements, it can 
be divided into three main sections. The first and second 
movements, a slow-fast pair composed following Mahler’s 
near-death experience, can be viewed to represent 
darkness. The first movement was designated by Mahler 
as a Trauermarsch (funeral march). A lone trumpet starts 
the work before being joined by the orchestra. While this 
solo quotes an Austrian military call, it also echoes the 
famous rhythmic motif from Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. 
Mahler features quotations from two of his prior vocal 
compositions in this movement to enhance the sombre 
mood, both from his collection “Kindertotenlieder”  
(Songs on the Death of Children). Mahler gave the second 
movement the expressive indication, “Violently agitated. 
With greatest vehemence,” continuing on the dark 
thematic material from the opening. It is loosely written 
in sonata form, featuring a soaring chorale at the end of 
the development section which is cut short by the stormy 
music of the recapitulation.

The third movement, a lively scherzo, serves as a pivot 
point in the work and represents a turn from death to 
life. In the summer of 1901, Mahler described the third 
movement in a letter to a friend: “Every note is full of 
life, and the whole thing whirls around in a dance…There 
is nothing romantic or mystical about it; it is simply the 
expression of unheard-of energy. It is a human being in 
the full light of day, in the zenith of life.” This movement 
features lively solos in the French horn which are echoed 
throughout the orchestra, contrasted with slower trio 
sections before returning to the main theme.

Mahler composed the fourth movement of the Fifth 
Symphony in the final months of 1901, during the period 
of his courtship with Alma Shindler. Despite being the 
shortest movement of the work, it is by far its most well-
known. According to an annotation on a score used by 
Joseph Willem Mengelberg, a personal friend of Mahler, 
the fourth movement was created as a musical love letter 



Greater Kingston Chorus 
and their award winning Co-Directors
Sue Marriott and Andria Coward

Invite you to join a rehearsal any

Tuesday night
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Polson Park Church Hall,
 5 Miles Ave, Kingston

For more information and upcoming events:

 www.greaterkingstonchorus.ca

https://www.greaterkingstonchorus.ca/
https://www.orchestrakingston.ca/
https://www.long-mcquade.com/location/Ontario/Kingston/?srsltid=AfmBOop6J6eF6lIBS4XZz5bCQOrJH_sjwg8LjsZjb6yKwpREQj81ryTn


Alma Schindler Mahler photographed circa 1905-1906 with daughter Maria at left  
(who died in 1907) and future sculptor Anna at right.

for his soon-to-be wife. A stark contrast from the dense 
orchestration found earlier in the piece, Mahler scores this 
movement for strings and harp. It begins very softly with 
sustained notes in the strings and gentle harp arpeggios. 
Sweeping, lyrical melodies follow, growing with intensity 
until the peaceful conclusion 

The fifth and final movement was penned during the 
summer of 1902. Mahler designated this section as a 
“rondo-finale”, due to the many appearances of the 
folk-like theme that first is played by the horns. In this 
movement, Mahler continually manipulates motifs and 
builds tension through fugue sections. The theme from 
the Adagietto returns, but at a quicker tempo and more 
dance-like. The music increases in intensity towards a 
celebratory chorale, accelerating to a dramatic finish. 



Renovations, Additions,
Custom Homes

www.beckwithcontracting.ca

Plan & Build.

Plan First To Renovate
Your Life.

Consult & Plan.

Consultation, Permit Ready
Plans, Secondary Suites

https://beckwithcontracting.ca/


Like a Conductor Leading a    

Gordon’s Downsizing & Estate Services turns
life’s transitions into a well-composed experience

gogordons.com 1-833-709-1916 Scan to contact us!

 
Like a symphony, the tempo, the plan, and the

professionals need to be coordinated. 
From real estate and contents, 

to packing, auctions, and more. 
Let us conduct the process — seamlessly.

    Symphony, We Orchestrate 

 Your Perfect Move

https://www.gogordons.com/


www.dominotheatre.com

Local Talent.
Big Stories.

Kingston’s Community
Theatre since 1953. 

EXTENDING
the RAFTERS

Not-to-be-missed performances:

Full season details available at 
queensu.ca/theisabel/whats-on

VENICE BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
Vivaldi, Tartini, Veracini, Locatelli: 
A Bow’s Duel in Venice

DOMINIQUE FILS-AIMÉ

JAEDEN IZIK-DZURKO

ISRAELI CHAMBER PROJECT

MARC-ANDRÉ HAMELIN AND 
CHARLES RICHARD-HAMELIN

AMIR AMIRI ENSEMBLE
Echoes of Persia

Fri, Feb 13
7:30pm

Fri, Feb 27
7:30pm

Fri, Mar 6
7:30pm

Fri, Mar 20
7:30pm

Sun, Mar 22
2:30pm

Fri, Apr 10
7:30pm

https://www.queensu.ca/theisabel/
https://www.dominotheatre.com/
https://charitablegaming.ca/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=performancemax&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18391954254&gbraid=0AAAAAowMBMsuj2i1mS3cFVDJSSevrNOSw&gclid=CjwKCAjwwJzPBhBREiwAJfHRnWb72yfgNTs0RRLLkLkJv8fbCeVMROk5mzcnwja6Bkwd7Xz790QMVxoCqnoQAvD_BwE


Kingston Symphony
Evan Mitchell, Music Director

Violin

Katya Poplyansky,  
Concertmaster

In honour of  
Ross Beers & in 
memory of Jean Beers

Lyssa Pelton,  
Assistant 
Concertmaster

Gisèle Dalbec-
Szczesniak,  
Guest Principal  
Second Violin

Taj and Ameena Jaffer 
Chair

Siyeon Sally Ahn

Andrew Dicker

Lisa Draper

Clare Fagan

Kiri-Christina Fill

Venetia Gauthier

Veda Hingert-
McDonald

Erica Jacobs-
Perkins

Simon Kim

Shaina McPhee

Kelly Purpura

Iana Urazova

Peter Wowk

Viola

Grace Kyungrok 
Moon,  
Principal

Joy of Music Chair

Sarah De 
Niverville

Andrew Farmer

Suzanne Fegan

Troy Stephenson

Rachel Stewart

Cello
Section in memory of 
Captain Matt Dawe,  
KIA Afghanistan  
4 July 2007

Wolf Tormann,  
Principal

In honour of  
Dr. Raymond 
Matthews

Massimo Amodio

Charles Fung

Jeff Hamacher
In memory of  
Hans Westenberg 

William Smythe

Jennifer Tindale
In memory of  
Andy Geracimo

Bass

Eric Lee,  
Principal

Sherri Preuss

Reuven Rothman

Cynthia Woods

Flute

Amelia Lyon,  
Principal

In memory of  
Russell Lyon

Esther Hwang

Rachel Szabo

Graham McVeety

Oboe

Ari Cohen Mann, 
Principal

Charles Simonds 
Chair

David 
Vanbiesbrouck

Julie Paul

Clarinet

Carina Canonico, 
Principal

Linda Craig
Aureliana Krebs-
Carstens Chair

David Gazaille



Advisors that  
move in concert  
with your business

You deserve an advisor that understands your business and what you 
have at stake. Our customized suite of services provide noteworthy 
solutions to help your business thrive. 

MNP.ca

Bassoon

Ben Glossop,  
Principal

Katie Legere
Graham Martin
Horn
Roberto Rivera,  
Principal

Taran Plamondon
Cory van Allen
Emily Cavers
Christina Michie
Mark Constantine
Marion Butler

Trumpet

Brian Roberts,  
Principal

Mike Verner
Janet MacRae
Dan Tremblay
Trombone
Ben Perrier,  
Principal

Susan Dustan
Collins Saunders
Tuba
Amanda Morgan 
Tye, 
Guest Principal

In memory of  
Diane Coates-Milne

Timpani

Andrew Harris,  
Principal

In memory of  
Janet Ferguson-Cook

Percusion
Brydone Charlton
Adam Falconi
Nate Mears
Mateen Mehri
Harp
Liane James

https://www.mnp.ca/en/offices/kingston?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=kingston_symphony&utm_campaign=kingston_symphony_southeastern_ontario&sc_camp=D77506515741451F912EF4786AEADD57


Tickets, in-person & livestream at www.isabelvoices.ca
Adult $34, Senior $29, Student $15

A Night on Broadway
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 2:30 & 7:30 pm 
The Isabel, 390 King Street West

After our sold-out, show-stopping
performances in 2024 and 2025, The

Isabel Voices returns with not one, but
two dazzling shows!

Don’t miss this high-energy celebration
of Broadway’s biggest hits—right here in

Kingston!

A 15-piece band, along with exceptional singing and dancing,
brings to life repertoire such as “On Broadway” from Beautiful:
The Carole King Musical, and selections from The Phantom of
the Opera, The Great Gatsby, and many more Broadway
favourites.

https://www.isabelvoices.com/broadway2026


Family
Issues

Call: (613) 549-7850 or visit www.resolvecounselling.org 

Support 
for Today; 
Hope for 
Tomorrow

Grief PTSD

Depression

Job Stress

Menopause

Anger

Anxiety

Relationship
Challenges

Su
bstance Use

Fin
ancial Stress

ChildhoodSexuality / 

Gender RelatedIssues Tra
uma/Abuse

Sadness

https://resolvecounselling.org/


Play it Forward with the Kingston Symphony. 
Through this campaign, we aim to raise $25,000 by 
May 31, 2026 to support our work in the year ahead. 
And, thanks to an anonymous donor, every dollar 
donated will be matched up to a maximum of $10,000! 
Can you help us reach the top of our crescendo by the 
end of the season? Your donation will directly support 
impactful performances, education programs, 
and community outreach initiatives.

Donate today! 
kingstonsymphony.ca

$20K $25K$10K $15K$5K

itPlay
Forward

$0K

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/kingston-symphony-association/


Donors to the Kingston 
Symphony Association
April 17, 2025 - April 17, 2026

We gratefully acknowledge the donations received  
over the past year. Thank you to the donors listed below 
and those who have chosen to remain anonymous.  
The support of each and every Kingston Symphony  
donor enables us to present exceptional concerts and 
offer a variety of outreach initiatives in our community  
each season.

Encore Society
Gold Baton 
$25,000+

W.J. Henderson 
Foundation

Kingston 
Symphony 
Volunteers

Mrs. Melba 
Matthews &  
Dr. Raymond 
Matthews

Smith-
Homestead 
Foundation

Estate of  
John Weatherall

Symphonic Circle 
$10,000 - $24,999

Kathy Beers

Dr. Eric Carstens 
& Dr. Anita Krebs

Charles Milne

Estate of  
Barbara M. Parrott

Charles Simonds

Maestro Circle 
$5,000 – $9,999

Davies Charitable 
Foundation

Peter & Reine 
Dawe

Peggy Geracimo

Ameena & Taj 
Jaffer

Gord & Carol 
Ramer

Mark Chen & 
Mara Shaw

Marion 
Westenberg



Orchestra Circle 
$2,500 – $4,999

Bernice Huisman 
& Evan Allen

Anna & Edward 
C. Churchill 
Foundation

Estate of  
Beverley Coles

Victoria Vincent &  
Robert Ewart

Elinor Gill 
Ratcliffe, C.M, 
O.N.L, LLD (hc)

Janice Payne

Lisa & Bill Wittur

Patron 
$1,500 – $2,499

Luca Andolfatto

Marilyn E. Bennett

Dorothy & Murray 
Cotton

Gunnar & Pauline 
Heissler

Gord Simons &  
Helene Kommel

Crawford 
MacIntyre

Terry & Katherine 
Murphy

Gloria & Gavin 
Shanks

Swyrich 
Corporation

Robert H. Thomas

Lorraine & Peter 
Watson

Fenton & Jennie 
Weston

Jean & Jim Wilson

Ross Wilson

Beth Woodley

Carol & Todd 
Wright

Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome
Free Accessible Parking
Short Wait Times

613-544-2224
www.gardinersdentalclinic.com 
645 Gardiners Road, 
across from Home Depot

https://limestonecreamery.ca/
https://www.gardinersdentalclinic.com/


Friends of the Symphony  

Steven Salterio  
& Family

South Family 
Fund

Kathi Toth-Switzer 
& Rob Switzer

Kelvin & 
Catherine Tang

Kim Carter &  
Gord Thomson

Dubuc & Tien

Rakesh & 
Bhavana Varma

Janet Lee &  
Rob Wood

Partner 
$500 – $799

Barbara & George 
Aitken

Alice Baumgart

Catherine  
Bell-Sood

Eleanor 
Christopherson

Susan Cole

Augustinus & 
Anna Dierick

Leslie Farmer

Elizabeth Grier

Dr. Tanya 
Grodzinski

Maureen  
Farr-Eagan &  
Bob Hotrum

W. Peter Kissick

Prue Teagle & 
David Kister

Jonathan Krehm

Kathy, Mike & 
Sandy Lawless

Ann & Steve 
Lukits

Valerie & William 
McCready

Juliet Milsome

Sona Moffat

Robert & Angelyn 
Paul

Estate of  
William Reynolds

Sherry & Dave 
Richardson

Gordon & Sandra 
Sinclair

D.J. & M-L 
Thomson

Dr. David Mitchell 
& Dr. Susan Till

Margaret Walker

Christopher West

Benefactor 
$800 – $1,499

Arlene Aish

Josette Arassus

Daryl Tremain &  
Stephen 
Bonnycastle

Robyn Brown

Dieter Brueckner

Virginia Gordon

Elizabeth & 
Robert Harlow

Myrna Haughton

Axel Thesberg &  
Sharon Johnson

Dale & Sylvia 
Jones

Hollie Stewart & 
Ian Juby

Larry & Sheilagh 
Manuel

Justin Connidis &  
Julia McArthur

Neil & Karin 
McVean

Doreen Morrison

LaVerne & Tom 
Russell

Sonny & Gillian 
Sadinsky



Friend 
$300 – $499

Pamela Bough

Kathleen Brady

Keith & Harriet 
Collins

Hanna Dodwell

Peter Froud

Eleanor Grennell

Carl & Elizabeth 
Hamacher

Beverley Harris

John & Elizabeth 
Harrison

Gerald McGrath

Douglas & 
Michelle 
McNichol

Gordon Muir

Orla & Dale 
Myrfield

Frank & Linda 
Poce

Lyn Rapin

Michael & Penny 
Robinson

Diane Sackfield

William & Claudia 
Stevenson

Gillian Turnbull

Susan Watt 
O’Reilly

Carolyn Woogh

In Honour

Ross Beers

Bill & Lorna 
Hendry

Don Taylor

In Memoriam

Arthur R.C. Cole

Beverley Coles

James Coles

Kye Dalziel

Michael Davies

George 
Stephenson 
Duncan &  
Susanne Fletcher

Andy Geracimo

Katherine Ann 
Gibson

Alan Grant

Taj Jaffer

Judy Lawless

Russell Lyon

Bobbie Frances  
Lyon-McKnight

Melba Matthews

David Nador

David Notman

Suzanne 
Pasternak

John Toohey

Hans Westenberg

Denise Williams

Ursel Zeman
To view a list of all donors,  
please visit kingstonsymphony.ca/
support/our-donors.

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/support/our-donors


A season full of unforgettable
shows awaits...

Grand OnStage
25/26 Season

 Get Your Tickets Today
KingstonGrand.ca

https://www.kingstongrand.ca/


https://kingstonchoralsociety.ca/
https://kingstonlaser.com/


Warehouse
Days

Every Wednesday and Saturday in June 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

The Kingston Symphony Volunteers 
are accepting donations for their 
Vinyl Records Sale, Book Fair and 
All Things Christmas, Gifts & Art Sale.

Kingston Symphony Warehouse
785 Sir John A. Macdonald Boulevard, 
Unit 7A 

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/events/donate-items


Board of Directors
Luca Andolfatto,  
President

Bernice Huisman,  
Vice President

Jon Dessau,  
Treasurer

Geoff Hendry,  
Secretary

Bibi Henson

Mara Shaw

Kathy Beers,  
Kingston Symphony 
Volunteers Chair

Daphne Kennedy, 
Kingston Youth 
Orchestra Manager

Hollie Stewart,  
Kingston Choral 
Society President

Mike Verner,  
Kingston Symphony 
Representative

Stephen Yates,  
Kingston Community 
Strings Manager 

Staff
Andrea Haughton,  
General Manager

Karl Feuerstake,  
Orchestra Librarian

Elena Baker,  
Director of 
Development

David Gazaille,  
Personnel Manager

Cassie Chen,  
Administrative 
Coordinator

David Smith,  
Production Manager



2026-2027
Season Evan Mitchell, 

Music Director

Pick up a copy of our new season  
program in the lobby today.

Renew your subscription by June 12th  
to save your seats!

https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/


The Kingston Symphony Association gratefully acknowledges 
the support of our government funding agencies, corporate 
and foundation partners, and individual donors.

www.kingstonsymphony.ca

2026-2027
Season Evan Mitchell, 

Music Director

https://www.arts.on.ca/home?lang=en-ca
https://www.kingstonsymphony.ca/
https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/
https://www.artskingston.ca/

