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Circus performances, to me,
are always remarkable events.
They entertain, certainly, but I
think that to write them off as
mere distraction undercuts the
extraordinary feats of strength,
focus, balance and sheer will,
which circus performers summon
one performance after another.
The pairing of the circus with
classic orchestral pieces is totally
logical in my view. While not as
visually physical as a high-wire act,
performing in an orchestra requires
the highest degree of coordination
possible amongst a group of 50plus members spanning a stage.
Cirque de la Symphonie is a worldclass group of circus performers
who have perfected routines
that work in partnership with the
orchestral works being presented
alongside them. It’s an incredible
merging of music and physical
art. Cirque returns to the Kingston
Orchestra stage for the first time in
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the better part of a decade with a
new program that promises to be
an unbelievable experience. This
will mark my fifth time working with
these incredible artists, and they
never cease to amaze with their
ability, drive, and mastery. And what
better way to enjoy such amazing
showmanship and skill than
alongside your Kingston Symphony,
performing exceptional music?
There really isn’t anything better.
So sit back, relax, and prepare to be
amazed. Welcome to the circus!

Cirque de la Symphonie is a unique and exciting production designed to bring the
magic of cirque to the music hall. It is an elegant fusion of cirque and orchestra,
adapting the stunning performances of cirque artists with the majesty of the full
symphony orchestra. The program showcases many of the best cirque artists in
the world, thrilling the audience with aerial flyers, acrobats, contortionists, dancers,
jugglers, balancers, and strongmen. These are some of the most accomplished
veterans of exceptional cirque programs and include world record holders, goldmedal winners, Olympians, and some of the most original talent ever seen.
Cirque performances are uniquely adapted to the limited stage accommodations
shared with the symphony, and the choreography perfectly matches the music
arrangement. Adding Cirque de la Symphonie to a symphony concert provides
three-dimensional entertainment for all to enjoy. Cirque de la Symphonie performs
with orchestras across North America and beyond. Because the program is
relatively uncomplicated to organize on stage, it has become a favourite option for
artistic directors exploring ways to energize a concert series. Although a general
repertoire is provided, final music selections involve collaboration with the music
director, making each engagement a unique concert event.
Something magical happens when these cirque veterans take the stage in front of
the live orchestra. Audiences are mesmerized by an aerialist flying out over their
heads, performing acrobatics on silk fabrics. Children are amazed at the wizardry
of the juggling feats and magic acts. The strength and flexibility of the strongmen
and contortionist leave audiences astounded. The cirque feats contribute to the
spirited performance of the orchestra, providing a visual enhancement to the
magnificence of a live symphony concert. Proclamations of “the best concert
program ever” by conductors and musicians alike are common. One music director
exclaimed, “It’s like one plus one equals three- the whole is greater than the sum
of the parts.” The symphony plays with more energy, and the cirque artists provide
peak performances in this unique environment.
Patrons quickly realize they are witnessing something special. Cirque de la
Symphonie fills up the venue, and audience enthusiasm ignores standard concert
etiquette with frequent interruptions of applause and vocal expressions. The
popularity of Cirque de la Symphonie generates a great demand for tickets, and
the sold-out concerts provide a revenue boost for symphonies facing shrinking
endowments. The success of the program is helping to revitalize attendance with
symphonies everywhere, attracting a wave of new faces that includes families,
students and young professionals, some witnessing a live orchestra for the first
time. Perhaps that explains why Cirque de la Symphonie has a full calendar well
into future seasons.

